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Some Thoaghts concerning the better Security of our Trade and Naviga- 
tion, and carrying on the War againſt France more Effe&ually : Humbly 
Offered to Conſideration. 


Always thought it the Duty of every Man to contribute what in him lyes 
to the Happineſs and Weltare of his Native Country, and therefore at a 
time when the Nation is engaged in a Neceſſary and Expenſive War, and 
{truggles under Difficulties to maintain it as it ought, many from time to 
time have divulged their Notions and Apprehenfions, ſome tor raiſing of Mo- 
ney, ſome tor the better or more thritty Management of ſundry Particulars relating 
to the War ; ſome one thing, and ſome another, and whether rhey are in the right 
or wrong, I think whileſt they modeſtly give their Opinions, they do not deſerve 
blame. But it ſeems to me that none have yet throughly diſcovered the Malady 
under which we labour, or propoſed the full and proper Remedy. Perhaps in time 
it may, and in order thereunto [ have refolved to offer my Thoughts to the Publick 
in the following Diſcourſe. 

1. And Firſt, I thall conſider what, according to my Apprehenfion, is the true In- 
tereſt of England in general, and with reſpe@t to the preſent War with France in 

articular. 

: 24ly, What has been the Reaſon that hitherto we ſee no better Effe& of this War. 

34ly, By what means it may be advantagiouſly continued, and at length arrive 
to its defired IfJue. 

And as to the Firſt, it 1s to be conſidered, that the ſtrength of Fxg/axd, or rather 
of Great Britain and Ireland, lyes in the number and ſtrength of their Fleets at Sea, 
and thoſe Flcets are always ſtronger or weaker in proportion to thoſe of our Neigh- 
bour Nations : Heretofore before Trade was driven to the Eaſt and Welt Zxdies, the 
European Nations were not ſo Powertul and Numerous in Ships of Force, nor was 
there need of it. When the Dutch fitted out but 40 Ships of War, and the French 
but 20, it ſufficed then that England fitted out 60, or a few more ; but line bor? 
the Dutch and French, as well as we, have enlarged our Trades to the Eaſt and 
Welt Ixdies, more Seamen have been bred in each Nation, and they thereby enabled 
to fir out greater Fleets in time of War than formerly. The French King well con- 
ſidered that he could never expe any confiderable Succeſs againſt England or Fol. 
land, unleſs he had a Fleet able to deal with theirs; and therefore wiſely tor himſelf 
provided fo conſiderable a Navy, ſuch as not many thought he would ever have been 
able to fit to Sea,viz. 100 Sail or near of Capital Ships ; but ſtill they proved too few 
againſt Exg/and and Holand united, becauſe they were able to ſend out a greater, 
And I think I may confidently enough affirm, that at what time ſoever either of the 
three Nations ( for no other ſtand in Competition in theſe Seas) ſhall not be able to 
ſet forth a Fleet of Ships capable ro Engage the Fleets of the other rwo Nations in 
Conjun&tion, that Nation muſt one time or other give up the Soveraignty of the 
Seas, and be expoſed to Invaſion and Conqueſt, or at leaſt to great Diſturbance and 
Anoyance in time of War, And becauſe Exg/and alone (by which I all along mean 
Great Britain and Ireland) is able to do this, whileſt it underſtands and purtues its 
true Intereſt ; therefore in ſuch caſe by conſequence neither Z/o/axd nor France can, 
but are ſubje&ed to the like hazard and danger, when England is in ConjunEtion with 


either of thoſe other Nations, as it is now with ZZo/and : And therefore it ſeems to 


me that France might ſome time ago have been brought down, it proper Methods 
had been proſecuted : Not that I would hereby go abour to blame or cenfure the Con- 


dutt of Aflairs, but as all Humane Actions are ſubject ro various Calſualtics and 
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Rich or Poor only in compariſon with our Neighbours ; for to that purpoſe Riches 
and Strength are all one,whileft Riches will procure Strength. I am aware that ſome 
will fay, that People are a great part of the Strength of a Nation, which | own; and 
I include them in what I call Riches,as will appear preſently. And therefore it is not 
the raiſing the Value of Lands,or lowering the Rate of Intereſt by Law or otherwiſe 
at once by a kind of ZZocus Pocus, or flight of hand, but the increaſing the Wealth 
and Stock ot the Nation, which will neceffarily draw along with it thote good Con- 
ſequences; and that is done by thele two ways, and no other : Firſt, By Importing 
more from abroad in Money or Money's worth than we ſend abroad. Secondly, By 
a greater Production in value by the Land and the Manufacture of the People in 
England, than the whole People conſume in Cloathing, Diet, and all other Expences, 
And it is {v, and no otherwiſe in the Eſtate and Stock of the whole Nation, as it is in 
the Eſtate and Stock of a Private Family ; the ſpending out of the Principal, or main 
Stock, lefſens a man's Eſtate ; and to the ſpending or loſing out of the Principal Stock 
of the Nation, leſſens that, and weakens the Nation, and that we have been doing 
all this War; and it is the Remedy of that only which I conceive can Redreſs the 
lnconveniences complained of, and that will help the Land and all things elſe ; for 
unle(s you bring it to pals, that the Land will produce more Corn, Hay, Graſs, But- 
ter, and Cheeſe, or whatever it be, than it uſed to do; and that the (aid Produtt will 
Sell for the {ame Price it did, or that the Country Gentleman can buy what he has 
occaſion for at leſſer Prizes than now he does; nothing elſe will Advantage him. For 
it you by a Law, or any other way at once (except it happens by the neceſſity of 
Trade arifing from the increaſe of the Stock of the Nation) lower Intereſt, and 
raiſe the value of Lands, it is only an imaginary Advance, and will rob Peter to 
pay Paul; that is, wrong thoſe that have Money, to ſerve thoſe whoſe Lands are 
engaged, and at the fame time, not better or increaſe the true or real value of the 
Lands, nor increaſe the Stock of the Nation, which alone can Remedy all the Evils 
complained of. 

And having thus prepared my way, I come without ſcruple to declare, That it has 
been the want of a proper Method in carrying on, and preſerving the Foreign Trade 


of the Nationg,and the Loſſes ſuſtained by th{t, which has been the true Reaſon of 
the decay of Fade at home, the ſcarcity of good roney;atia acwy farce, 


riſe of Guineys, and the great difficulty in raiſing Money for carrying on the War. 
For if the Foreign Trade were promoted and ſecured as it might be, we might eaſily 
find Money to carry on a laſting War with France, and perhaps increaſe in Wealth 
at the ſame time. We have in that reſpe& by our Situation a great Advantage of 
all European Nations, with reſpect to the Fiſhery, &c. if truly proſecuted ; and by 
our Settlements in, and Trades to the Weſt-Indies, have got very much the ſtart of 
them, if we do not by our own Improvidence and undue Management give away 
the Advantages we are poſſeſt of; we have done a great deal towards it n the Eaſt- 
India Trade, which might eaſily be retrieved, not only to the Nation s Honour and 
Advantage, but to the Adaantage and good liking both of the Company and Inter- 
lopers, it they were in a Temper to hearken to moderate Propoſals ; but it ſeems it 
is not yet the time, for I know that it has been offered to Men conſiderably con- 
cerned in the Companies, to make ſuch Propoſals as would be highly to their Ad- 
vantage, and Satisfa&ory to the Interlopers, and of ſuch general Advantage, as that 
there is no doubt but the Parliament would confirm : But they cared not 1o much as 
to hear or receive them. What the Myſtery is, I cannot tell, or rather I do not think 
fit to publiſh. 1 hope it will not fall out ſo with what concerns the Nation in gene- 
ral, whoſe Wealth and Strength, as I have ſaid, is increaſed by the increaſe of Foreign 
Trade, and the Advantages which that brings with it ; and this ſeems ſo evident, as 
| do not remember that I have heard any one contradict or deny it : For it carries out 


all our own Product and Manufature, and makes Erg/and a Mart for Foreign Com- 


: ds to the Number 
modirics, and imports them in greater plenty and cheaper, and ad 
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Sor nc traders have cither Toft their Eſtates, or drawn them out ot Trade to 
lend the Government and Employ at home, which ſerves a preſent Occaſion, and 
would have been a good Expedient for a War of a Year or two; but tor a laſting 
War as this is, the Government and the People will find it Fatal, it not timely reme- 
dicd. 

And in order to eſtabliſh a means whereby the Foreign Trade may be increafed 
and ſecured, it muſt be conſidered, that the preſent War with France is not like to a 
War with /o//and or Spain, or other Nations ; and therefore ought to be managed 
after another manner : The Situation of ZZoland, with reſpect ro England, is ſuch, 
that they cannot on a ſudden ſend out any great number of Ships of War to inter- 
cept Flcets of Merchants Ships going and coming with Convoy, eſpecially in the 
Entrance into the Channel, where our greateſt Danger is; neither can other Nations 
do ir, not having Ports near to Friend , and therctore in Wars with thoſe Na- 
tions, the ſecureſt way of Trading is probably to ſend out and return Trading Ships 
in Fleets with Convoys. But in the preſent War, it other Meaſures be not taken , 
than hitherto haveÞeen, our Trade is like to be wholly ruined, and when that is ef- 
feed, the Fleet of Ships of War cannot be long - maintained. Our Iſland may be 
compared to a Garriſon, which may be diſtreſſed and ſtarved, and by that means as 
well as by downright Force, conſtrained to Surrender. It is to be ſeen therefore what 
the danger and inconvenience is of carrying on our Trade with Fleets, and two or 
three Convoys, as hitherto, and it it may not be made more large and ſecure by 
another Method. 

The greateſt danger of loſing our Ships is in and near the entrance into our Chan- 
nel, as has been too apparent, for that above three quarters of the Ships loſt ſince the 
beginning of this War, have been taken there; and the French having ſo Commodi- 
ous Ports, as Breſt and St. Malo's, &'c. to pop out and inat any time with what num- 
ber of Ships they pleaſe, it is rather to be wondred they have nor taken more of our 
Ships, than that they have taken ſo many. The Inconvenience and danger attend- 
ing our Trading in Fleets this War, I ſhall repreſent in the following Particulars. 

1. The Enemy knows the ſtrength of our Convoys, and their times of ſetting out 
and returning, and can _ eaſily contrive torintercept them, as has been too eyj- 


dent. . — 0% EIS 

2. Many Goods laden for long Voyages are periſhable, and decay whilett the Ships £ 
wherein they are laden attend on the Convoys. 

3. Greater Wages are given to Seamen, and greater Charges in fitting out ſo ma- 
ny Ships together, which cauſes exceſlive great Freights to be paid, to the extream 
Prejudice of Trade, for Workmen and Seamen on a Glut will have their own Price. 

4. The time taken up in attending on Convoys at home and abroad increaſes the 
Charge of the Voyage to double what it otherwiſe would be. 

5. Buying Goods all at a time here makes them very dear, and coming together 
in a glut to the Markets abroad, cauſes them to be ſold cheap, whereby the Advan- 
tage that might be made by Trade is loſt. 

6. Embargoes being continued moſt part of the Year, or Preſſing of Seamen , 
which is the ſame thing in effe&t, our Ships cannot then go out, and in the mean 
time Foreign Ships come and carry away our Trade, and earn vaſt Sums for Freight 
by their Ships and Seamen. 

7. During the Embargoes, the fair Merchants, who ſubmit to the Orders of the 
Government, muſt lye ſtill, whileſt many by Private ways and means get out Ships 
under various Pretences, which can never be prevented. 

8. The Fleets to the Weſt-Tndies that go out in the Winter for the Crops, can ne- 


ver return with that Years Crop in time to ſerve His Majeſty's Royal Navy with 


the Seamen the following Summer. 

9. Going, out in Winter, and at unſeaſonable times, the Ships and Cargoes arc ſub- 
zeEt to great hazards by Storms, Ec. and the Ships themſelves ſpoiled ; and grear 
Mortality happens to Scamen by lying OY abroad, as has been too fatally EnPEre- 
enced. > 
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